MODERN  TIMES
one that was pregnant with the happiest consequences,
was that it was his duty, at all costs, to preserve the throne
and the nation from the perils of any renewal of civil
conflict.
The memory of the Fronde abode with him all his
days, and it was on that account that he established him-
self at Versailles, away from Paris and its revolutions.
The bitter recollections he retained of the Frondist
rebellion were fixed in his mind by Mazarin's commen-
taries which, demonstrating the relationship of cause
and effect, proved to him how necessary it was that
France should have a stable government. Louis, whose
temper was by nature autocratic, took the lesson to heart
and never forgot it. If he exalted the throne to the height
he did, it was in order to put it beyond the reach of
injury, or even the threat of injury, investing it with such
power and splendour as to deter each and all, no matter
whom, from even dreaming of raising a hand against it.
Therefore the King determined, as soon as death had
freed him from Mazarin's control, to make it clear that
he intended to govern alone, to give his orders direct,
and, if necessary, to enforce their observance. Hardly had
the Cardinal given up the ghost, than Louis summoned
a meeting of his ministers and forbade them to take any
action without his consent. Next day, the Archbishop
of Rouen, president of the Clerical Assembly, put the
following question to him. 'Your Majesty' he said,
'ordered me to refer all matters to M. le Cardinal. But
the Cardinal is dead. To whom, then, does Your Majesty
now wish me to refer them?' cTo me, my lord Arch-
bishop/ answered the twenty-three-year-old King.
82